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About Us
Hunger Solutions New York is a statewide non-profit organization dedicated to 
alleviating hunger. Formed in 1985, Hunger Solutions New York strives to maximize 
participation in, and support for, federally funded nutrition assistance programs 
including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), the School 
Breakfast Program and National School Lunch Program, the Summer Food Service 
Program, the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants and  
Children (WIC), and the Child and Adult Care Food Program. We promote:

•	Awareness of hunger in communities

•	Awareness about programs that address chronic and crisis hunger

•	Full participation in nutrition assistance programs for all who are eligible

•	Public policies that contribute to ending hunger

•	Public awareness of the economic and social benefit of nutrition  
assistance programs

These efforts improve the health and well-being of New Yorkers while boosting  
local economies throughout the state. For more information or to sign up for our 
electronic mailing list, please visit HungerSolutionsNY.org.

This institution is an equal opportunity provider.
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How to Use This Guide
In this section:

Common Acronyms and Terms

Organizational Structure of the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)

Eligibility Rules
In this section:

General Eligibility Rules

Factors That Impact Eligibility

Applicants’ Responsibilities

Household Composition

Eligibility Rules for Select Groups

Students

Non-citizens

Strikers

Fleeing Felons and Probation Violators

Seniors and People with a Disability

RESOURCES:

LDSS-4314 Household Composition Desk Guide

Student Eligibility Checklist 

LDSS-5172 SUNY/CUNY/EOC Student Verification of Enrollment

LDSS-4579 Non-citizen Eligibility Chart

Programs to Help Seniors and Disabled SNAP Applicants
In this section:

Elderly Simplified Application Project (ESAP)

NYSNIP and NYSCAP

RESOURCES:

LDSS-5166 SNAP-Only Application

LDSS-5181 ESAP Interview Notice Letter

SNAP Medical Deduction Desk Guide and Worksheet

LDSS-4841 NYSCAP Statewide Information Collection Sheet 

LDSS-4836/LDSS-4836 NYC NYSCAP Interim Report

Pathways to SNAP for Seniors: Comparing ESAP, NYSNIP, & NYSCAP 
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continued

Budgeting and Estimating SNAP Benefits
In this section:

SNAP Standards & Deductions Reference Sheet

Overview of Budgeting

Expanded Categorical Eligibility/Resources

Calculating Income in SNAP Budgeting

The SNAP Budget Worksheet

Advanced Budgeting

RESOURCES:

Categorical Eligibility Desk Guide

Applying for SNAP
In this section:

The Application Form

Accessing the Application

Accommodations for Special Populations

Filing the Application

SNAP Expedited Service

The SNAP Interview

Verification and Documentation

Notification of Acceptance or Denial

RESOURCES:

LDSS-4826 SNAP Application Form and LDSS-4826A How to Complete Booklet

Instructions for Ordering SNAP Applications & OTDA Order Form 876 EL

LDSS-3938/LDSS-3938 NYC SNAP Application Expedited Processing Summary Sheet

LDSS-4942 Authorized Representative Request Form

LDSS-2642 Documentation Requirements Checklist

LDSS-3666 TA/SNAP Documentation/Verification Desk Guide

LDSS-4847 Documentation Receipt Temporary Assistance, Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP), Medicaid and/or Child Health Plus A

NYDocSubmit Quick Reference Card
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Maintaining SNAP Benefits and Recertification 
In this section:

SNAP Work Rules

Recertification and Reporting Requirements 

Transitional Benefits

RESOURCES:

LDSS-5193A Important Information About SNAP Work Rules (General and Mandatory E&T)

LDSS-3151 Change Report Form

Using SNAP Benefits 
In this section:

Monthly Benefits Issuance Schedule

The EBT Card 

Eligible Food Items 

Using SNAP to Purchase Food Online

Restaurant Meals Program (RMP) 

Appointing an Authorized Representative 

Unspent SNAP Balances 

RESOURCES:

LDSS-4217 ID Card Update Form

LDSS-5230 Restaurant Meals Program Notice of Eligibility Decision

SNAP Benefits During Disasters, Misfortunes, & Theft 
In this section:

Disaster SNAP

Replacement SNAP Benefits in a Misfortune

Replacement Benefits After Electronic Theft

RESOURCES:

LDSS-2291 Request for Replacement SNAP with Hunger Solutions New York cover sheet

LDSS-5215 Request for Replacement of Stolen Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program  
(SNAP) and/or Temporary Assistance (TA) Benefits




